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5th Grade Interactive Social Studies Notes: 

Cold War 

Thank you for purchasing my 5th grade social studies interactive notes! I use 
these during my own social studies instruction. You will find that these are 
easy to use notes that can be printed and glued into students’ notebooks. 
These can be used as an informational guide for social studies review before 
a test or before the GMAS at the end of the year.  

These pages are printed in black and white for easy copying and printing. 
Some of these notes are doubled onto one page to save paper. The first 
page is a sample of my own teacher notes. Please feel free to make them 
your own or use mine as a guide! The second page allows students to 
complete their own notes.  

To complete this interactive notebook, students will need the following 
materials: 

*scissors       *glue 

*colored pencils, markers, or crayons  *notebook 

*pencils  

What is included in this product? 

*Table of Contents that can be included at the front of their IN notebook 
(You will need about 3-4 pages per student.)  

*Teacher sample and blank student versions for the following concepts: 

-United Nations (SS5H4f) 

-Iron Curtain (SS5H5a) 

-Capitalism vs. Communism (SS5H5b) 

-Berlin Wall (SS5H5b) 

-Happenings during the Cold War (SS5H5, SS5H5b, SS5H5c, and SS5H6d) 

-The Fall of Communism (SS5H7a) 

-Cold War A to Z (SS5H5, SS5H5a, SS5H5b, SS5H5c, SS5H6d, & SS5H7a) 

 

What to print? 

Pgs. 3, 5, 7, 9, 11, 13, 15, 17 
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United Nations 

(SS5H4f) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

United 

Nations 

Established to 

promote peace 

and cooperation 

Created after 

World War II 

ended 

Discuss and try 

to solve world 

issues 

Avoid 

another 

World War 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

United 

Nations 

United 

Nations 



The Iron Curtain: Map of Europe 

in 1946 

 (SS5H5a)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Glue tab down on, 

so it opens like 

blinds  

Glue tab down on, 

so it opens like 

blinds  

.With students, draw where the “Iron 

Curtain” should have been  



Soviet Union 
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Hungary 

Germany 

France 

Great 

Britain 

Romania  
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Empire  

Serbia  Spain 
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Bulgaria  

Soviet Union 

France 
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Turkey  
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Poland 

Bulgaria  

Africa 

Soviet Union 

West 

Germany 
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Poland 

The Iron Curtain 

Europe 

1946 

Europe 

1946 

West 

Germany 

East 

Germany 

East 

Germany 

 

Austria 

Austria 



Capitalism vs. Communism 

(SS5H5b) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cut along solid line down the middle. 

.Glue tabs down on 

both sides, so it 

opens like French 

doors.  

.Glue tabs down on 

both sides, so it 

opens like French 

doors.  
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Berlin Wall 

(SS5H5b)   

NOTE: I made my notes resemble a graffiti wall. You do not have 

to follow what I did if you do not wish. 



The Berlin Wall 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Berlin Wall 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Happenings during the Cold War 

(SS5H5, SS5H5b, SS5H5c, and SS5H5d) 
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dotted 
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Cut 

along 

dotted 

lines. 
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Fall of Communism 

(SS5H7a) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cut 

along 

dotted 

lines. 

STOP 

when 

you 

reach 

the 

solid 

line 

Cut 

along 

dotted 

lines. 

STOP 

when 

you 

reach 

the 

solid 

line 

Glue the center to your IN. 

*NOTE: Mine has not been glued yet in order to 

show you what is written underneath each flap. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Fall of 

Communism 

The Fall of 

Communism 



Cold War A to Z 

A                      Airlift 
 

NATO flew 
supplies into 

West Berlin to 
help those in 

need 

B               Berlin Wall 

 
Wall that 

divided Berlin 
into East Berlin 

(communist) and 
West Berlin 
(capitalist) 

C        Cuban Missile    
Crisis 

 
Soviet Union 

supplies nuclear 
weapons to 

Cuba – aimed 
them at U.S.  

D                   Distrust 
 

 
Between Soviet 
Union and U.S. 

E            Eastern Bloc 

 
Berlin blockade. 

Soviet Union 
tried to stop U.S. 

from helping 
people in West 

Berlin 

F          Fall of Soviet 
Union 

Soviet Union 
becomes a 

capitalist country 
after countries 

broke away and 
formed 

independent 
countries 

G                Germany 

After WWII, 
Germany was 
divided into 2 

countries – 
communist East 
Germany and 
capitalist West 

H                         1945 

 
End of WWII and 
the start of the 

Cold War 

I            Iron Curtain 
 

Phrased coined by 
Winston Churchill. It 
is an imaginary lie 

dividing communist 
countries from 

capitalist  

J          Joseph Stalin 
 

Dictator of 
Soviet Union 

K  Nikita Khrushchev 

 
Dictator of 

Soviet Union 
after Stalin. 

Planned Cuban 
Missile Crisis 

L          Leaders of US 
 

Involved in Cold 
War: 

 
-Harry Truman 

-John F. Kennedy 
-Richard Nixon 

-Ronald Reagan 
M                    Joseph  

McCarthy 
 

Anti-communist US 
senator that scared 

Americans about 

communism in US – 
“Red Scare”  

N                       NATO 
 
 

North Atlantic 
Treaty 

Organization. 
Created to stop 

communism 

O          Occupation 
 

Soviet Union 
occupied East 
Germany and 

East Berlin 
during Cold War 

PQ            Post WWII 
Europe 

 

Germany was 
divided at the 
end of WWII. 

Iron Curtain was 
drawn 

R                         1989 

 
Berlin wall falls 

S                     Sputnik 

 
Triggered by the 

Space Race. 
First satellite 

launched into 
space. 

T                          1969 

 
Apollo 11 landed 

on the moon 
with Neil 

Armstrong and 
Buzz Aldrin 

U          United States 
 

Capitalist 
country that 

fought against 
communism for 

40 years 

V          Vietnam War 
North Vietnam 

(communist) fought 
against South 

Vietnam 
(capitalist). Soviet 
Union and US were 

involved. 
Communists won. 

WX      Warsaw Pact 

 
Agreement 
between 

communist 
countries. It was 

set up to 
combat NATO 

YZ                        1991 

 
Communist 

Soviet Union 
officially falls. 

Russia rises 

                   Cold War 

 
Rivalry between 

US and Soviet 
Union for world 

power 

I included this sheet in my students’ INs to add in 

miscellaneous notes. You could use as notes, or 

you could also use this as a worksheet if you so 

wish. 

NOTE: If you choose to use this as IN notes, have 

students fold the page in half, then glue one of the 

half’s back to the IN, so it can still open up. 



Cold War A to Z 

A                      Airlift B               Berlin Wall C        Cuban Missile    
Crisis 

D                   Distrust E            Eastern Bloc F          Fall of Soviet 
Union 

G                Germany H                         1945                 I            Iron Curtain J          Joseph Stalin K  Nikita Khrushchev L          Leaders of US 

M                    Joseph  
McCarthy N                       NATO O           Occupation PQ            Post WWII 

Europe            R                         1989 S                     Sputnik 

T                          1969 U          United States V          Vietnam War WX      Warsaw Pact YZ                        1989                    Cold War 



 

 

 

 

 

          

 

Thank you! 

Thank you so much for purchasing 

this interactive notebook, and 

supporting my store! Please let me 

know how this product worked for 

you by leaving me feedback in my 

store by clicking here.  

A Special Thanks to: 

                  

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/ABSeas
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Sra-Lopez-Teaches
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Robyn-Hyndman?aref=specdxly

